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Abstract 

E-books readers are used to buy, browse, view and download, Open Access eBooks can to create 

a global community of understanding and knowledge. Through shared access to culture and 

ideas, Open Access eBooks can erase some of what separates the nations of the world, reader and 

researcher. 
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Introduction:  

E-book is an electronic book that can be read digitally on a computer screen, a special e-book 

reader, a personal digital assistant, or even a mobile phone. The e-books providers to patrons are 

generally digital versions of books that also appear in print. E-book an experiment was designed 

to compare the differences between reading an E-book and a conventional book. E-books are not 

equivalent to reading The interface connects you to scanned versions of books from the Internet 
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Archive and connects you to other places to find the books in print. Special areas The Open 

Access Movement, which started as a gradual realization by authors mainly in biomedical 

sciences to make available results of public-funded research projects to the public without much 

barrier pertaining to cost, permission, copyright obligations, etc., gradually gained momentum 

across the world and India was no exception to it Open access publishing, which is becoming a 

trend in social sciences in India in recent years. An attempt is made to give brief idea of the 

meaning, history, explanation about inclusion of eBooks as Open access and Significant 

available sources of Open access eBooks all over the world. The library users are showing much 

interest to use e-books because of the Internet Archive Text Archive contains a wide range of 

fiction, popular books, children's books, historical texts and academic books. Primarily a large 

book catalog, it is a project of the Internet Archive. access ensures enhanced Availability, 

Multimedia resources, Availability via Intranet (all campuses) , Real-time use and consultation , 

Enhanced use by distant or disabled students, faculty and researchers, Wider and faster 

distribution of contents, Saving shelf space in the libraries.  

 

E-Books: 

An electronic book (variously: e-book, e book, eBook, e-Book, digital book or e-edition) is a 

book-publication in digital form, consisting of text, images, or both, readable on computers or 

other electronic devices
1
. The phrase ‘electronic book’ is believed to have been coined by 

Andries Van Dam in 1980 and the first widely available eBooks was Random House’s Electronic 

Thesaurus in 1981
2
.Books are published either in e-form or Printed, sometimes in both 

simultaneously.  The earlier eBooks were digital versions of print books. Among the first 

internet-only publishers of new eBooks were Boson Books, Hard Shell Word Factory and Online 

Originals, all founded in the mid-1990
3
. The launching of the Net Library, Questia and e library 

in 1999, 2000 and 2001 respectively made thousands of eBooks commercially available to 

libraries and their users
4
.There are three type of e-books, Simple e-Books (e-Texts) and 

Multimedia(Complex) e-Books, Open e-Books and closed e-Books, Secured e-Books and 

unsecured e-Books. 
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Open access (OA):  

It refers to online research outputs that are free of all restrictions on access (e.g. Access tolls) and 

free of many restrictions on use (e.g. certain copyright and license restrictions)The explicit 

definition made by Budapest Open Access Initiative
 5 

 -"There are many degrees and kinds of 

wider and easier access to literature. By 'open access' to   this literature, we mean its free 

availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, 

search, or link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 

software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers 

other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. The only constraint on 

reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this domain, should be to give 

authors control over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged and 

cited."   

 

Open Access EBooks: 

According to Loan 
4
 -‘An open access eBooks is a book in electronic or digital form that is 

available on the public internet free of charge, which can be read on a computer, laptop, or 

eBooks reader.’ Thus any eBook which is available on public internet, permitting any user to 

read, download, copy, print, use, distribute and share for teaching, learning, research or other 

non-commercial purposes is called open access eBooks. These eBooks are available in different 

online knowledge banks like digital archives, digital libraries, digital repositories, databases, and 

directories. These eBooks offer creative possibilities for expanding access to information and 

bridging the knowledge gap between information rich and information poor nations. 

 

Sources of open access eBooks for reader: 

 Read Print: A great selection of free classic novels, stories, plays and non-fiction 

available online from over ninety authors. Browse the author list for your favorites. 

  Scorpios Digital Publishing: Scorpios Digital Publishing have many free e-books 

available. Only available for reading in Microsoft Reader. (Download Microsoft Reader from 

"Useful Links" to read books from this site) 

 Virtual Library (http://vlib.org/): The Virtual Library is the oldest catalog of the web, 

started by Tim Berners-Lee, the creator of html and the Web itself. Unlike commercial catalogs, 

http://www.readprint.com/
http://scorpiusdigital.com/freebooks/index.html
http://www.digitallibrary.edu.pk/useful.php
http://vlib.org/
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it is run by a loose confederation of volunteers, who compile pages of key links for particular 

areas in which they are expert. It has fourteen primary categories to check out, or use the search 

engine. 

 World eBook Library (www.ebooklibrary.org): It gives Opportunities to read or 

download thousands of HTML books online. It provides free, unlimited public access to a 

comprehensive collection of public domain texts & references, and links to thousand of on-line 

libraries around the world via the World Wide Web and/or Telnet. For a small annual fee, also 

offers access to over 60,000 PDF eBooks and e-documents, plus 7,000 mp3 audio books 

  Stone Garden Net Publishing: Free or inexpensive e-books in both fiction and 

nonfiction. In Microsoft Reader and Adobe PDF formats. Registration (free) with this site is 

required. Free or inexpensive e-books in both fiction and nonfiction. In Microsoft Reader and 

Adobe PDF formats. Registration (free) with this site is required. 

   Tale Wins: Tale Wins Marleen Roberts' site for authors & readers. 

   Webooks.com e- library: A Links to over 2,200 free e-books in html, for reading 

online. In 16 broad categories (Business, Classics, Computers/Internet, Engineering, 

Entertainment, Life Sciences, Humanities, Gen. Science, Medicine, Society, Phys. Sci./ Math 

and Teens and Kids) also includes journals & magazines.  

 WORD IQ: IQ Over ten thousand online e-books, in plain text. Available in order of 

popularity or search for title. 

 Online library and publication platform (http://www.oapen.org/): The OAPEN 

Foundation is a non-profit foundation dedicated to Open Access publishing of academic books. 

The OAPEN Library contains freely accessible academic books, mainly in the area of 

Humanities and Social Sciences. OAPEN works with publishers to build a quality controlled 

collection of Open Access books, and provides services for publishers, libraries and research 

funders in the areas of dissemination, quality assurance and digital preservation. Top subjects 

covered are Society and social sciences, Humanities, Economics, finance, business and 

management, The arts, Law, Literature and literary studies, Language, Earth sciences, 

geography, environment, planning, etc. 

 Directory of Open Access Books (http://www.doabooks.org/): Directory of Open 

access Books is provided by OAPEN Foundation in cooperation with Simper. The primary aim 

of DOAB is to increase discoverability of Open Access books. Academic publishers are invited 

http://www.ebooklibrary.org/
http://www.stonegarden.net/
http://www.talewins.com/
http://www.web-books.com/cool/ebooks/Library.htm
http://www.wordiq.com/books/index.php
http://www.oapen.org/
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Society%20and%20social%20sciences
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Humanities
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Economics,%20finance,%20business%20and%20management
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Economics,%20finance,%20business%20and%20management
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Economics,%20finance,%20business%20and%20management
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=The%20arts
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Law
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Literature%20and%20literary%20studies
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Language
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Earth%20sciences,%20geography,%20environment,%20planning
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Earth%20sciences,%20geography,%20environment,%20planning
http://www.oapen.org/search?expand=subject&f1-subject=Earth%20sciences,%20geography,%20environment,%20planning
http://www.doabooks.org/
http://www.oapen.org/
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to provide metadata of their Open Access books to DOAB. Metadata will be harvestable in order 

to maximize dissemination, visibility and impact. Aggregators can integrate the records in their 

commercial services and libraries can integrate the directory into their online catalogues, helping 

scholars and students to discover the books. The directory is open to all publishers who publish 

academic, peer reviewed books in Open Access and should contain as many books as possible, 

provided that these publications are in Open Access and meet academic standards. 

 

 Internet Archive (https://www.archive.org/): The Internet Archive Text Archive 

contains a wide range of fiction, popular books, children's books, historical texts and academic 

books. 

 Open Library (https://openlibrary.org/): Primarily a large book catalog, it is a project of 

the Internet Archive. The interface connects you to scanned versions of books from the Internet 

Archive and connects you to other places to find the books in print. Special areas are as: 

 Audio Books, both human-read and computer-generated. 

 Bookshelves: Groupings of related books. 

 CD and DVD Project. Download entire CDs or DVDs, or have a free disc sent to you. 

 Digitized Sheet Music (dormant). 

 Free Kindle Books: about free kindle books at Project Gutenberg. 

 Mobile Reader Devices How-To: about kindle, nook, cell phone, and other mobile devices 

 New Books Feeds: ways to keep you updated on new publications. 

 Offline Catalogs: handy eBook Listings to consult offline. 

 Old Online Catalog: more ways to browse the book catalog. 

 Top 100 Books and Authors: the most downloaded books and authors. 

 

 Internet Public Library (http://www.ipl.org/): Over 20,000 free books available 

online. The Internet Public Library's Mission Statement says:  

“The Internet Public Library (IPL) is a public service organization and learning/teaching 

environment at the University of Michigan School of Information. The IPL Online Texts 

Collection contains over 20,000 titles that can be browsed by author, by title, or by Dewey 

Decimal Classification".  

https://www.archive.org/
https://openlibrary.org/
http://www.ipl.org/
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 Digital Library of India (http://www.new.dli.ernet.in/): This includes digital collection 

of 5, 50,619 freely accessible rare books collected, and predominantly in Indian languages from 

various libraries in India. 

 Soil and Health Library (http://soilandhealth.org/): This is free public library offering 

books on holistic agriculture, holistic health, self-sufficient living, and personal development. 

 Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD) 

 (http://www.ndltd.org/resources/find-etds): It has links to digital theses/dissertations 

available in number of countries like India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Australia, Canada, many 

European nations, Hong Kong, Taiwan, the USA, etc. 

 EpubBooks (www.epubbooks.com): epubBooks is a self-publishing and eBook 

distribution platform. All eBooks on this site are free to download and can be read on all the 

popular eReaders. These include, but are not limited to; iPad, Kindle, iphone, Android, Kobo, 

Nook, Sony Reader, Windows Phone, along with both the PC and Mac OSX notebook/desktop 

systems. Titles published directly by epubBooks are mostly classic fiction, dating from the mid 

20th century all the way back to Ancient Greece. These include classics such as The Adventures 

of Sherlock Holmes, Pride and Prejudice and Alice in Wonderland. We're fortunate that all these 

books are in the Public Domain, so can be released and downloaded completely free of charge. 

All our eBooks are released in the EPUB and Kindle formats and without DRM (Digital Rights 

Management) copy protection. 

 HathiTrust Digital Library (https://www.hathitrust.org/): HathiTrust is a partnership 

of major research institutions and libraries. The Digital Library is a repository providing access 

services for public domain and in copyright content from a variety of sources, including Google, 

the Internet Archive, Microsoft, and in-house partner institution initiatives. 

 Universal Digital Library (http://www.ulib.org/): A project of Carnegie Mellon 

University & the governments of China & India - much of the scanning will be done in the latter 

two countries. Provides access eBooks in a number of different subject areas, languages, and 

formats. The principal benefit of the Universal Library will be to supplement the formal 

education system by making knowledge available to anyone who can read and has access. The 

million books project will have considerable content in many Indian and Chinese languages, as 

well as English. 

http://www.new.dli.ernet.in/
http://soilandhealth.org/
http://www.ndltd.org/resources/find-etds
http://www.epubbooks.com/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
http://www.ulib.org/
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 Springer Open (http://www.springeropen.com/books): The growing demand for open 

access publishing across all disciplines has led Springer to expand our open access program to 

fully open access books. It now offers authors in a wide range of areas within science, 

technology and medicine (STM) the option to publish open access books. 

 Euro Docs (http://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Main_Page): It is known Primary 

historical documents from Western Europe- Selected Transcriptions, Facsimiles and 

Translations. 

 Great Books Index 

(http://holtz.org/Library/Reference/Great%20Books%20Index.htm): It includes From 

Aeschylus to Virginia Woolf - links to online works, in English translation, by more than 130 

classic authors.  

 MIT Open Course Ware (http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/online-textbooks/): This is an 

ambitious & generous plan to make all Massachusetts Institute of Technology course materials 

available on the Internet, for free download. Materials for 500 courses have been accessible since 

the end of September 2003. Materials are in English, but a number are also available in Spanish 

& Portuguese. Presented in HTML, however courses may include Adobe Acrobat PDF files, 

Java Applets, Shockwave, Real Player, Java, and MATLAB files (software for all of these may 

be downloaded from the site's Technical Requirements page). This so far unique gift is made 

possible by MIT with support from the William and Flora Hewlett & Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundations. 

 EBooks@Adelaide (https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/): It is the project of the 

University of Adelaide, Australia. Started in 1987, it is the collection of Electronic Texts of 

classic works of Literature, Philosophy, Science, and History. 

 National Academy Press (http://www.nap.edu/): The U.S. National Academy of 

Sciences provides this site to read over 2,500 National Academy sciences, engineering, and 

health texts free online. User can also purchase print copies. These eBooks represent the cream 

of U.S. research & policy opinion in these fields. Texts are presented in a fully-searchable "Open 

Book" format, which also allows for page browsing & internal links. Open Book" is HTML, & 

moreover the format is prepared so that you can send people an individual page reference as an 

URL. PDFs are also available.  

http://www.springeropen.com/books
http://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Main_Page
http://holtz.org/Library/Reference/Great%20Books%20Index.htm
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/online-textbooks/
https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu/
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 Online Medieval and Classical Library (http://omacl.org/):The Online Medieval and 

Classical Library (OMACL) is a collection of some of the most important literary works of 

Classical and Medieval civilization. From The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle to Yvain, or The Knight 

With the Lion, & including such works as: The Lay of the Cid, The Song of Roland, the 

Nibelungenlied, Orlando Furioso, the High History of the Holy Grail, many Icelandic sagas, 

some Chaucer & much else besides. In HTML for reading online, or download in PKZIP v.2.04g 

compressed format.  

 New Zealand Digital Library (http://www.nzdl.org/cgi-bin/library.cgi): A project of 

the University of Waikato, collections available include historical documents, humanitarian and 

development information, computer science technical reports and bibliographies, literary works, 

and magazines in HTML and PDF. 

 Online Books Page (http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/): This University of 

Pennsylvania site offers access to more than 16,000 books online.  

 Perseus Project (http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/): This is classical digital 

library site, with Greek & Latin texts, commentaries, an atlas, coin images, art, archaeology and 

more. 

 Project Libellus (www.hhhh.org/perseant/libellus): The University of Washington, 

Seattle, provides this library of Latin texts, readable in your web browser in HTML  (a subset of 

ASCII). Thirteen classical Latin authors represented. 

 Project Madurai (www.projectmadurai.org/): Tamil Digital Library under preparation 

by voluntary effort. So far 160 works in Tamil script are available, in TSCII (Tamil Script Code 

for Information Interchange) format. Old Tamil classic works predominate so far. 

 Project Runeberg (http://runeberg.org/): Project Runeberg publishes free electronic 

editions of old Nordic literature on the Internet. Since 1992, more   than 200 titles, mostly in 

Swedish. 

 University of Virginia Electronic Text Center 

(https://www.library.virginia.edu/organization/etext/ ): It has more than 10,000 publicly 

accessible texts in thirteen languages (& over 164,000 publicly available images). These texts are 

available to web browsers, but in addition there are 2,000 + eBooks available (in English) for MS 

Reader & Palm Reader. 

http://omacl.org/
http://www.nzdl.org/cgi-bin/library.cgi
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/
http://www.hhhh.org/perseant/libellus
http://www.projectmadurai.org/
http://runeberg.org/
https://www.library.virginia.edu/organization/etext/
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 William Shakespeare (http://shakespeare.mit.edu/): This includes Complete Works of 

William Shakespeare. The plays can be read either as a continuous text or by individual scenes 

online in HTML format. 

 Australian Institute of Marine Science Reference library: This collection may be read 

in either HTML and/or PDF. 

  Desert Wave Publishing: Desert Wave Publishing Based in the Alice (Alice Springs, 

Northern Territory of Australia for our overseas readers). Provides a number of free PDF e-

books in areas such as job search, training, online learning, how to e-publish yourself. 

 Abacci eBooks : Over a thousand free e-books for the Pocket PC & the PC (LIT files 

formatted for Microsoft Reader). Includes Amazon.com reviews. A selection of both classic & 

lesser-known works, thanks to site owner Peter Shanks, who personally formatted many. Titles 

 Baen Free Library: Commercial bookstore offers free e-books in HTML Ms Reader, 

Palm, Rocket & RTF formats. Registration requested 

 Book rags: 1,500 classic titles available, for Palm or other handheld devices. 

 Dr Jack Cross's Electronic Archive: A collection of Dr Jack Cross's writings, plus 

major historical works deposited with the Bodleian Library. Many are PDFs. Under "Fragments 

of our Lives: Primary Sources" includes many of the seminal historical source documents of the 

modern Western world, from Homer's The Odyssey and The Iliad, & The History of Herodotus 

to The Anglo Saxon Chronicle and key works by Dante, Milton, Goethe, Darwin and many 

more.   

 Elegant Solutions Software & Publishing Company: Elegant Solutions Software & 

Publishing Company have a great free e- book site, with books downloadable to your PC: 

Motto:" E books for people who think". Don't forget to check out Kate's page or the children's 

page there, for wonderful classic tales for young & old. Titles(Download Microsoft Reader from 

"Useful Links" to read books from this site) 

 Free Online Novels and Cyber books: Nearly fifty new novels ranging over many 

genres, including SF/Fantasy, mystery, romance, humor and lots more. A gift from new authors 

seeking your attention. Either as HTML or as downloadable files. 

 In Tech Open! : InTechOpen is a fast-growing Open Access reading platform for In 

Tech publications, enabling free access to the latest research developments within the fields of 

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/
http://www.aims.gov.au/pages/reflib/reflib-00.html
http://www.dwave.com.au/
http://www.abacci.com/msreader/default.aspx
http://www.abacci.com/msreader/titles.aspx
http://www.baen.com/library/
http://www.bookrags.com/ebooks/
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/djp/cross/
http://esspc-ebooks.com/default.htm
http://esspc-ebooks.com/all.asp
http://www.digitallibrary.edu.pk/useful.php
http://www.starry.com/free-online-novels/index.htm
http://www.intechopen.com/
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Science, Technology and Medicine. Read, download & share more than 420 FREE SCIENTIFIC 

BOOKS. 

  Literature @ Sun SITE: Collection of digital literary texts from famous, mostly U.S. 

authors. May be read online, printed, or downloaded for further study. 

  Litrix Reading Room: Features works of literature in English, including classics, 

mystery, horror, sci-fi, westerns, Sherlock Holmes, Americana. In HTML. For reading online, or 

save each chapter to read offline in your web browser. Thanks to novelist Stan Jones of 

Anchorage, Alaska. 

  Lysator Free e-books: Lysator is a lively academic computer society & major e-

publishing stalwart located at Linkoping University in Sweden. Here are a few miscellaneous e-

texts they offer. 

 Many Books: Free PDA e-books. Many thousands of public domain e-books from 

Project Gutenberg and elsewhere. They're available here either to read online in plain text or 

formatted to download for the Adobe Reader, Palm e Reader, Palm Doc, iSilo, Rock e textbook 

and other r-reader software. 

  Mary Jo's E-texts for the Palm: Her selections include the Oz Books, a number of 

classics in literature, & various fan fiction. All files are zipped for easy downloading.  

 Memo ware : Memo ware have lots of free documents in a multiplicity of categories and 

a variety of formats for Palms & other PDAs. Award-winning site.  

 MS (Microsoft) Reader (.lit) e- books: Over 1,500 available. You may search the 

listings by "author", "title" & "most popular" headings. 

 Project Gutenberg (https://www.gutenberg.org/ ): Project Gutenberg was the first 

provider of free eBooks. Michael Hart, founder of Project Gutenberg, invented eBooks in 1971 

and his memory continues to inspire the creation of eBooks and related technologies today. 

Project Gutenberg is the first and largest single collection of free electronic books that are out of 

copyright in the United States. It offers over 50,000 free eBooks. 

 Google books (https://books.google.com/): Google Books is a service from Google 

Inc. that searches the full text of books and magazines that Google has scanned, converted to text 

using optical character recognition, and stored in its digital database. Books are provided either 

by publishers and authors, through the Google Books Partner Program, or by Google's library 

partners, through the Library Project.
 
Additionally, Google has partnered with a number of 

http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/Literature/
http://www.litrix.com/authors.htm
http://www.lysator.liu.se/etexts/
http://manybooks.net/
ttp://www.dogpatch.org/etext.html
http://www.memoware.com/
http://www.mslit.com/default.asp?mjr=FRE
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://books.google.com/
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magazine publishers to digitize their archives. As of October 2015; the number of scanned book 

titles was over 25 million. 

  

In response to search queries, Google Books allows users to view full pages from books in which 

the search terms appear, if the book is out of copyright or if the copyright owner has given 

permission. If Google believes the book is still under copyright, a user sees "snippets" of text 

around the queried search terms. Google Books allows users to create a personalized collection 

or a library of books. Additionally, the Google Books library consists of a number of default 

bookshelves to which books get added automatically. These are Purchased, Reviewed, My 

Books on Google Recently viewed, Browsing history and Books for you. 

 Munsey's: A goodly range of free e-books! Over 20,000 rare and hard to find titles in 10 

formats.  

  Palm Pilot E-Text Ring: 80+ sites featuring free or for-purchase texts formatted for 

Palm readers. 

  PDA Librarian: Jill Thompson of Greencastle-Antrim High School in Pennsylvania's 

site. Jill offers small but carefully-chosen selections in the following categories: Outstanding 

Books for the College Bound; Best Novels Written in the English Language; Downloads 

Available by Author; Great Books For Teens; Political Documents. Also Educational Uses For 

PDAs, plus other helpful information. 

  Planet PDF Free eBooks area: Recent asset for popular classic novels in the PDF 

format. 

  Qvadis Library:  Q Vadis Library offers nearly 6,000 e-text titles in 32 categories, all 

free. All formatted for Palm OS devices.  

 Great Books and Classics (http://www.grtbooks.com/): This provides free HTML 

online versions of many famous authors from before 200 BC to the 20th Century. It linked with 

Amazon.com for commercial print offerings of the titles. 

 Internet Classics Archive (http://classics.mit.edu/): It contains More than 440 mainly 

Greco-Roman texts, with some Chinese and Persian by 59 different authors in English translation 

for online reading, some downloads available.  

http://www.munseys.com/
http://www.pda-archives.com/pilot/10.htm
http://user.pa.net/~thompson/
http://www.planetpdf.com/mainpage.asp?webpageid=2311
http://www.qvadis.com/exlibris/ebooks.html#library
http://www.grtbooks.com/
http://classics.mit.edu/
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Conclusion: 

Open Access means in the context of e-books, how Open Access e-books can be supported, and 

the roles that Open Access e-books will play in libraries in our reader. Technological dependence 

Sources of Open access eBooks one of the desktop recording that adapt the work flow by 

keeping track of on-screen action. eBook is an electronic version of a traditional print book that 

can be read by using a personal computer or by using an e-Book reader. 
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